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EcoBase 
 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
EcoBase is a database system that assists with the storage and 
management of ecological data, and provides tools to assist with the 
importing, validation, reporting and analysis of that data. 
 
EcoBase has been used to store the results of Freshwater and Marine 
Ecology studies, and has allowed for the monitoring of long term changes in 
the environments that those studies monitor. 
 
Because of the extensible structure of EcoBase, and its ability to store text, 
images, codes and numbers, it can be used to store a wide range of 
environmental information. 
 

 
FEATURES 
Separate data workspaces 

Manage the flow of data, from importing through to validation, and 
publishing into the archive. 

 

User defined import templates 
Create import templates that allow you to import your existing data 
easily.  Export your templates back out as CSV files and hand them to 
your data suppliers as a way to make handling data easier. 

 

Importing and data validation tools 
Simplify the finding of bad data, and help prevent data processing 
errors.  The validation tools check that numbers are within range, and 
that codes are one of the accepted codes for that variable. 

 

Site / Subsite hierarchy 
Load results in against the site or subsite level, and view data as a site 
summary, or at the individual subsite.  For example, pH readings may 
be done once for a site, where as counts will be done for each quadrat 
or transect. 

 

Taxonomic tree for categorisation of results. 
By using a taxonomic tree for identifying the creatures found in 
samples, results can be loaded at its different levels of categorisation, 
and still be reported on as required.  Samples that are only partially 
identified due to damage can still be loaded and used. 

 

Quality codes 
Imported data can be tagged with flags and quality codes, so that its 
level of certain is known.  Results can also be tagged with a supplier 
code, so the source can be tracked and queries made at a later date if 
necessary. 

 

Chart and Query views of the data 
Produce simple charts of the data that are exportable as image files 
(BMP or EMF) to include in other documents. 

 

Data summary on each workspace 
See the data range of the data, and minimum and maximum values that 
help identify what is missing, and what is outside of the normal range.  

 

Site media storage facility 
Store photos taken during sampling, so that a visual record of the site is 
also kept. 

 

Data file storage facility 
Keep the original data file within EcoBase, for any other EcoBase user 
to also have access to the original data. 

 

Authentication, access control and auditing 
Restricts access to change or publish data to those who should be 
approving alterations.  When changes to data are discovered, logs 
show who made the change and their reasons. 

 
 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

Database Server 
Microsoft SQL Server® 2000 or later, 
Microsoft SQL Express® 2005 or later. 

Client PC 
Windows 2000 Professional, Windows XP, Windows Vista. 
512MB RAM or better 
ADO Database connectivity to the server. 

 


